
John Slusar’s Private Library 

History of Newmarket Racing Stables Volume 1 (Abington Place -Linden Lodge) 

Trace the history of the most famous racing stables in Newmarket, from the time they were first 

built, to the present day masters of their trade, producing Gold Cup, Royal Ascot and Glorious 

Goodwood winners as well as Classic winning thoroughbreds year on year, to ensure that 

thoroughbred breeding lines continue to keep Newmarket at the forefront of British racing under 

both codes. 

 

This 406 page full colour hardback book covers the history of all of the major racing stables in 

Newmarket from Abington Place to Linden Lodge, from the time that they were first built to the 

present day. 

Limited Edition of 100 

Price £40 + £6 postage and packaging 

 



History of Newmarket Racing Stables Volume 2 (Machell Place -Yellowstone Park) 

Trace the history of the most famous racing stables in Newmarket, from the time they were first 

built, to the present day masters of their trade, producing Gold Cup, Royal Ascot and Glorious 

Goodwood winners as well as Classic winning thoroughbreds year on year, to ensure that 

thoroughbred breeding lines continue to keep Newmarket at the forefront of British racing under 

both codes. 

 

This 336 page full colour hardback book covers the history of all of the major racing stables in 

Newmarket from Machell Place to Yellowstone Park, from the time that they were first built to the 

present day. 

Limited Edition of 100 

Price £35 + £6 postage and packaging 

 

History of Lambourn Racing Stables 

Trace the history of the most famous racing stables in Lambourn, from the time they were first built, 

to the present day masters of their trade, producing Gold Cup, Grand National and Champion Hurdle 

winners as well as Classic winning thoroughbreds year on year, to ensure that thoroughbred breeding 

lines continue to put the Berkshire village at the forefront of British racing under both codes. 



 

This 433 page full colour hardback book covers the history of all of the major racing stables in 

Lambourn from the time that they were first built to the present day. 

Limited Edition of 100 

Price £40 + £6 postage and packaging 

 

 

History of Middleham Racing Stables 

Trace the history of the most famous racing stables in Middleham, from the time they were first built, 

to the present day masters of their trade, producing Gold Cup, Grand National and Champion Hurdle 



winners as well as Classic winning thoroughbreds year on year, to ensure that thoroughbred breeding 

lines continue to put the North Yorkshire town at the forefront of British racing under both codes. 

 

This 239 page full colour hardback book covers the history of all of the major racing stables, past and 

present, in the North Yorkshire racing town of Middleham from the time that they were first built to 

the present day. 

Limited Edition of 100 

Price £30 + £6 postage and packaging 

 

Royal Ascot Race History 

It was Queen Anne who first saw the potential for racing at Ascot, which in those days was known as 

East Cote, while she was out riding from Windsor Castle. The inaugural race meeting took place on 

Saturday 11th August 1711, opening with Her Majesty’s 100 Guineas Plate. As a mark of respect, 

when Queen Anne died on Sunday 1st August 1714 the meeting was postponed and racing 

abandoned for the year. It was to be a further 76 years before a ‘Royal Enclosure’ was established in 

1790, albeit a temporary stand which was erected during the Royal Meeting, with entrance to the 

exclusive stand restricted to those invited by King George III. The next year a royal win was 

celebrated when the Prince of Wales won the Oatlands Stakes with Baronet. The Ascot Gold Cup (all 

results shown below), over 2 ½ miles, was first run in 1807 when won by Master Jackey, and the first 

Royal procession, starting from Windsor Castle, was in 1825.  



 

This 291 page full colour hardback book covers the history of each of the principal Royal Ascot races, 

lists the top 100 Jockeys, Trainers and Owners up to, and including, 2022. It also offers a pictorial 

overview of the successes of the great training establishments throughout the decades. 

Limited Edition of 100 

Price £32 + £6 postage and packaging 

 

Glorious Goodwood, The Estate and its races 

The Glorious Goodwood Festival rightly challenges Royal Ascot and the York Ebor meeting for the 

title of best summer racing festival in England. However, Goodwood remains head and shoulders 

above its esteemed rivals when its setting and the panoramic views enjoyed by the vast crowds enter 

into the equation, the majority of the crowd ink Goodwood into their next year’s calendar just as 

soon as the current meeting ends. But how did the Dukes of Richmond come to own such a vast 

estate, and which of the duke’s had the vision to create such a spectacular racecourse? It is worth 

looking at how Goodwood derived its name and who owned the land before the Richmond’s. 



 

This 157 page full colour hardback book covers the history of the Goodwood estate from the time of 

the 1086 Domesday Book to the present day, and also provides a compete record of the winning 

horses, owners, trainers, jockeys and starting prices of the principal races at the Glorious Goodwood 

Festival. 

Limited Edition of 100 

Price £26 + £6 postage and packaging 

 

History of the Jockey Club 

This book begins by examining how racing was governed and administered from 1665 to the first 

mention of a Jockey club in 1727. It then examines the years between 1727 and the generally 

accepted time when the Jockey Club of today was founded in the 1750s. The book lists key jockey 

club Members through the ages, including those given the responsible as Senior Stewards of the 

Jockey Club. Details of how racing gradually evolved from individual courses setting their own rules 

to the present day position where British Horse racing Authority oversees racing. 



 

This 178 page full colour hardback book covers the history of the Jockey Club from its earliest days, 

either in 1727 or 1750, to the present day. 

Limited Edition of 100 

Price £27 + £6 postage and packaging 

 

 

Newmarket Royal Palaces 

‘Once upon a time in the poor little village of Newmarket’ seems an appropriate opening to the tale 

of happenings in the town between 1605 and 1819. Before 1605 the town could barely boast a 

population of 500 and was not only part of two counties, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire, but also part 

of 2 Parishes, that of Exning to the north and Woodditton to the south, hence the reason why it has 

2 churches so close together. The lord of the Manor on the Exning side of Newmarket built a Chapel 



of Ease on the site where St Mary’s Church now stands in around 1280, while slightly later the Lord 

of the Manor of Ditton Valens, on the Woodditton side of Newmarket, a Chapel of Ease was built on 

the site of the present day All Saints Church. Leading up to 1605 the town had only ever enjoyed one 

Royal visitor, and that was in 1453 when the wife of King Henry VI, Queen Margaret of Anjou, stayed 

in the town, although the reason for her visit is unknown, unless she was just breaking her journey 

between London and Norwich. Between 1605 and the present day Newmarket witnessed, and then 

lost, 3 Royal Palaces almost without trace. 

 

This 76 page full colour hardback book covers the history of the 3 Royal Palaces built in the town. 

Limited Edition of 100 

Price £23 + £6 postage and packaging 

 

Royal Plates Volume 1 Charles I-George III 

Royal Plates universally offered a prize of 100 Guineas, and were first introduced during the reign of 

King Charles I, and did not require participants to pay an entry fee. Races, more often than not run in 

heats over 4 miles with each horse carrying 12 stone, were invariably contested by the best horses of 

the day, although the early races were held many years before the days of the Byerley Turk, 



Godolphin Arabian and Darley Arabian, acknowledged as the founding stallions of the modern 

thoroughbred. Indeed, initially the main reason for introducing Royal Plates in their early days was 

not to develop the breed for speed and stamina, but to make them more robust as cavalry horses. 

Although the inaugural Royal Plate was held at Newmarket on Friday 14th March 1634 during the 

reign of the ill-fated Charles I, 6 further Royal Plates were staged while his son, Charles II, was on the 

throne. 

 

This 533 page full colour hardback book provides the full results and analysis from the time Charles I 

was on the throne to the time George III died. 

Limited Edition of 50 

Price £45 + £6 postage and packaging 

 

Royal Plates Volume 2 Charles I-George III 

Royal Plates universally offered a prize of 100 Guineas, and were first introduced during the reign of 

King Charles I, and did not require participants to pay an entry fee. Races, more often than not run in 

heats over 4 miles with each horse carrying 12 stone, were invariably contested by the best horses of 

the day, although the early races were held many years before the days of the Byerley Turk, 



Godolphin Arabian and Darley Arabian, acknowledged as the founding stallions of the modern 

thoroughbred. Indeed, initially the main reason for introducing Royal Plates in their early days was 

not to develop the breed for speed and stamina, but to make them more robust as cavalry horses. 

Although the inaugural Royal Plate was held at Newmarket on Friday 14th March 1634 during the 

reign of the ill-fated Charles I, 6 further Royal Plates were staged while his son, Charles II, was on the 

throne. 

 

This 345 page full colour hardback book provides the full results and analysis from the time George 

IV was on the throne to the time of Queen Victoria 

Limited Edition of 50 

Price £35 + £6 postage and packaging 

 



To order any of these books email johnwslusar@gmail.com to see if 

they are still available. You will then be sent an invoice by return for 

you to complete your purchase and pay by bank transfer. 
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